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Abstract

The holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS), with a history of twelve hundred years, is
a unique treasure that, apart from its religious and spiritual aspects, also has
special scientific, historical, literary, and artistic aspects. This collection, which
was developed in different historical periods and decorated with diverse and
numerous artistic and linguistic inscriptions, contains valuable information that
will amaze any researcher. This study, which is part of a larger research project
titled "Collection, Classification, and Content Analysis of Persian Inscriptions of
the Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS), focuses on nine prominent Safavid Persian
poetic and prose inscriptions in the Razavi Shrine. The information obtained
shows the quality of the Safavid rulers' encounter with Persian verses and
phrases used in the Holy Shrine and the quality of the influence of these verses
and phrases on the ideological ideas reflected in the Safavid propaganda
manifesto or the royal copies of Ibn Bazzaz Ardabili's book Safwat al-Saffa.
In this research, first, through field observations, environmental surveys, and
library resources, Safavid Persian inscriptions were identified, and 9 significant
inscriptions of this period were selected based on the date of inscription or
historical material, and their "historical" and "ideological" content were analyzed.
Therefore, the analyses conducted reveal the extent to which the Safavid
inscriptions of the Razavi Shrine were influenced by the ideological pillars of the
Safavid propaganda in the royal versions of the book Safwat al-Saffa, including:
"sovereignty-seeking”, "Shiism-seeking”, "Sufi kingship-seeking"”, "lranism",
and "moralism". The Persian inscriptions of the Razavi Shrine clearly show the
quality of the reproduction of these pillars until the Safi period, their decline

1. PhD Graduate in Persian Language and Literature, Dr. Ali Shariati Faculty of Letters and
Humanities, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran: Ainsad3537@gmail.com
2.PhDin Local History; Head of the Center for the Translation of Islamic Teachings, Islamic Research
Foundation, Astan Quds RazaviOrganization, Mashhad, Iran:ahassanabadil@yahoo.com
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during the reign of Shah Suleiman, and the preparation of the groundwork for
the collapse of the Safavids during the reign of Shah Sultan Hussein.

Keywords
Razavi Shrine, Safavid period, Persian inscriptions, royal manuscript of Safwat
al-Saffa, ideological pillars of Safavid discourse.
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The Tawatur of the Seven (and Ten) Qira ‘at from the Prophet
(pbuh) in the Jurisprudence of the Ahl al-Bayt (as)
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Abstract

The prevalence of multiple readings of the Quran among Muslims is an undeniable
fact: Are these revealed by God, or are they the product of interference and
manipulation by the "Qurrae"? There is no doubt that the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) signed
the readings that were common among the people, but the question is whether this
signing was out of sympathy or because they considered them to be revealed by
God? This article claims that the Shiite jurists' understanding of the tenets of the Ahl
al-Bayt (a.s.) has always been that the repetition of the readings that are common
among Muslims goes back to the Messenger of God (s.a.w.), and if they had any
debate, it was only about how many of them were so repeated. However, from the
11th century, a mentality became prevalent that the Quran was revealed with only
one reading. This mentality not only created new challenges in Shiite jurisprudence,
but also paved the way for the claim of distortion of the Quran!

Using the method of historical analysis, this article first traces the positions of
Shiite jurists from the era of the infallible Imams (a.s.) to the tenth century in order
to obtain a correct understanding of the doctrine of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.), and then
explains how the page was turned from the eleventh century and how some of
the negative theoretical and jurisprudential problems are resolved by returning to a
correct understanding of the doctrine of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).

Keywords
Quran; seven recitations; Distortion of the Quran; Feqgh, recitation.
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Abstract

The doctrine of "special knowledge of the Imams" is one of the most fundamental
beliefs of Imamiyya, which has consistently faced criticism and accusations
from opponents since the emergence of Shi'ism. Among the most significant of
these accusations is the claim that this belief emerged only in the second and
third centuries AH or that it was derived from non-Islamic ideas. Although some
research has been conducted in response to these accusations, most of it has
been theological and apologetic in nature, and thus cannot adequately address
accusations raised with a historical approach aimed at undermining the identity
of Shi'T doctrines. The present study, however, in response to such doubts,
employs a historical-theological method and an analytical-critical approach to
examine the roots and historical authenticity of the doctrine of the Imams' special
knowledge in the first century AH. In this regard, Qur'anic evidence, prophetic
tradition (sunnah), traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt, and historical reports have been
analyzed. The findings of this research demonstrate that the core of this doctrine—
regardless of its scope and instances—is rooted in the Qur'an and prophetic
tradition, and in the first century AH, it was not only present in the sayings and
conduct of the Infallible Imams but also in the beliefs of their companions and
followers. Accordingly, accusations that this idea emerged in later centuries or
was borrowed from Jewish and Christian thought lack scholarly and historical
support. The conclusion of this research is that the doctrine of the Imams' special
knowledge in Imamrt thought originates from authentic Islamic teachings and
possesses a valid and authentic historical identity in the first century AH.

Keywords

Special Knowledge, Historical Authenticity, Accusations, Historical-Theological
Approach, First Century AH.
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Abstract

Following the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah in the sixth year of the Hijri calendar,
conditions were favorable for inviting the inhabitants of regions surrounding
Hejaz to Islam. One such region was Yemen, located in the southern part
of the Arabian Peninsula. In the eighth year of Hijra, some of the Prophet’s
companions, including Imam Ali (AS), were dispatched to invite its people to
Islam. The manner in which the people of Yemen welcomed and responded
to Imam Ali’s (AS) invitation differed significantly from their response to other
missionaries. Analyzing the behavioral and communicative traits of Imam
Ali (AS) from social and political perspectives helps explain this difference,
offering insights that could influence modern Islamic outreach strategies. This
is particularly necessary for introducing a suitable model for contemporary
society, which faces diverse religious and ideological currents. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method based on historical sources. The
findings indicate that Imam Ali’s (AS) missionary approach in Yemen was
based on factors such as truth-based delivery of divine message, the spiritual
qualifications of the missionary, audience awareness, the use of parabolic
sermons, and attention to the scientific and spiritual status of the audience.
His unique approach ensured the enduring role of Shi’ism in early Islamic
events and provided a lasting model for religious propagation.

Keywords
Imam Ali (AS), Yemen, Islamic Propagation, Missionary Approach.
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Abstract

The defense of the shrines of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) has emerged
as a significant issue in contemporary Shi‘i jurisprudence, particularly within
the fields of political and devotional figh. Divergent views regarding its legal
nature often stem from conflating various juristic categories and mixing
normative legal reasoning with political or emotional considerations. This
article aims to provide a rule-based juristic analysis of the obligation to defend
these shrines, grounded in authoritative Islamic legal sources, while avoiding
their reduction to offensive jihad or purely sentimental motivations.

The study begins by clarifying foundational concepts such as jihad, defense,
and sacred shrines within Imami jurisprudence. It then examines relevant
Qur’anic verses and narrations to establish the legitimacy of defending
against injustice, violation of sanctities, and desecration of religious symbols.
Subsequently, specific juristic maxims —such as the rule of negating domination
(nafy al-sabil), the prohibition of desecrating sacred symbols, the obligation
to preserve the integrity of Islam, and the principle of venerating religious
symbols—are analyzed as governing or interpretive principles applicable to
the issue.

The findings demonstrate that defending the shrines of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them), when facing real and organized threats, falls within the category
of defensive jihad. From a legal standpoint, such defense entails a collective
obligation (wujdb kifa't), which may transform into an individual obligation
(wujdb ‘ayni) under particular circumstances. This ruling is derived from
binding juristic principles and must be clearly distinguished from motivational
or devotional considerations such as affection for the Ahl al-Bayt.

Keywords
Defense of Shrines, Defensive Jihad, Integrity of Islam, Nafy al-Sabil, Veneration
of Religious Symbols.
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Abstract

The history of humankind is replete with figures who have shaped great
events. Undoubtedly, Imam Husayn (peace be upon him) stands among
the most distinguished historical personalities who brought about a unique
and momentous =ZAT. This historical event is so profound that only through
comprehensive and meticulous study can its depth and significance be fully
understood. Numerous writers and historians, from past to present, have
narrated this event from different perspectives. Abbas Mahmoud al-Aqgqgad,
the renowned Egyptian Sunni writer and historian, is among those who
addressed this monumental occurrence through a distinctive approach in his
book Abu al-Shuhada’: al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali. Al-Aggad’s method in this work is
both psychological and historical.

Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach, the present article examines
and analyzes his perspective on the causes of the Ashura uprising and its
consequences from psychological and historical viewpoints. The findings
demonstrate that, by drawing on social sciences and psychology, al-Aqgad
not only interprets the events of Ashura historically but also pays particular
attention to the motives and the human and psychological traits of the central
figures involved. From his perspective, Imam Husayn’s uprising against Yazid
symbolizes the eternal struggle between noble human qualities—such as truth-
seeking, courage, and resistance to oppression—and base human traits such
as greed, hypocrisy, and corruption. These characteristics, shaped by factors
including temperament, innate disposition, environment of upbringing, and
heredity, produced profound personality conflicts that ultimately culminated in
the inevitable historical confrontation at Ashura.

Keywords
Imam Husayn’s Uprising; Abbas Mahmoud al-Aqqgad; Psycho-Historical Analysis;
Character Study.
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