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Abstract

The holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS), with a history of twelve hundred years, is
a unique treasure that, apart from its religious and spiritual aspects, also has
special scientific, historical, literary, and artistic aspects. This collection, which was
developed in different historical periods and decorated with diverse and numerous
artistic and linguistic inscriptions, contains valuable information that will amaze any
researcher. This study, which is part of a larger research project titled "Collection,
Classification, and Content Analysis of Persian Inscriptions of the Holy Shrine of
Imam Reza (AS), focuses on nine prominent Safavid Persian poetic and prose
inscriptions in the Razavi Shrine. The information obtained shows the quality of the
Safavid rulers' encounter with Persian verses and phrases used in the Holy Shrine
and the quality of the influence of these verses and phrases on the ideological ideas
reflected in the Safavid propaganda manifesto or the royal copies of Ibn Bazzaz
Ardabili's book Safwat al-Saffa. In this research, first, through field observations,
environmental surveys, and library resources, Safavid Persian inscriptions were
identified, and 9 significant inscriptions of this period were selected based on the date
of inscription or historical material, and their "historical" and "ideological" content
were analyzed. Therefore, the analyses conducted reveal the extent to which the
Safavid inscriptions of the Razavi Shrine were influenced by the ideological pillars of
the Safavid propaganda in the royal versions of the book Safwat al-Saffa, including:
"sovereignty-seeking", "Shiism-seeking", "Sufi kingship-seeking", "lranism", and
"moralism". The Persian inscriptions of the Razavi Shrine clearly show the quality of
the reproduction of these pillars until the Safi period, their decline during the reign
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Abstract

The prevalence of multiple readings of the Quran among Muslims is an undeniable
fact: Are these revealed by God, or are they the product of interference and
manipulation by the "Qurrae"? There is no doubt that the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) signed
the readings that were common among the people, but the question is whether this
signing was out of sympathy or because they considered them to be revealed by
God? This article claims that the Shiite jurists' understanding of the tenets of the Ahl
al-Bayt (a.s.) has always been that the repetition of the readings that are common
among Muslims goes back to the Messenger of God (s.a.w.), and if they had any
debate, it was only about how many of them were so repeated. However, from the
11th century, a mentality became prevalent that the Quran was revealed with only
one reading. This mentality not only created new challenges in Shiite jurisprudence,
but also paved the way for the claim of distortion of the Quran!

Using the method of historical analysis, this article first traces the positions of
Shiite jurists from the era of the infallible Imams (a.s.) to the tenth century in order
to obtain a correct understanding of the doctrine of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.), and then
explains how the page was turned from the eleventh century and how some of
the negative theoretical and jurisprudential problems are resolved by returning to a
correct understanding of the doctrine of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.).

Keywords
Quran; seven recitations; Distortion of the Quran; Fegh, recitation.
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Abstract

The doctrine of "special knowledge of the Imams" is one of the most fundamental
beliefs of Imamiyya, which has consistently faced criticism and accusations
from opponents since the emergence of Shi'ism. Among the most significant of
these accusations is the claim that this belief emerged only in the second and
third centuries AH or that it was derived from non-Islamic ideas. Although some
research has been conducted in response to these accusations, most of it has
been theological and apologetic in nature, and thus cannot adequately address
accusations raised with a historical approach aimed at undermining the identity
of Shi'T doctrines. The present study, however, in response to such doubts,
employs a historical-theological method and an analytical-critical approach to
examine the roots and historical authenticity of the doctrine of the Imams' special
knowledge in the first century AH. In this regard, Qur'anic evidence, prophetic
tradition (sunnah), traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt, and historical reports have been
analyzed. The findings of this research demonstrate that the core of this doctrine—
regardless of its scope and instances—is rooted in the Qur'an and prophetic
tradition, and in the first century AH, it was not only present in the sayings and
conduct of the Infallible Imams but also in the beliefs of their companions and
followers. Accordingly, accusations that this idea emerged in later centuries or
was borrowed from Jewish and Christian thought lack scholarly and historical
support. The conclusion of this research is that the doctrine of the Imams' special
knowledge in Imamrt thought originates from authentic Islamic teachings and
possesses a valid and authentic historical identity in the first century AH.

Keywords

Special Knowledge, Historical Authenticity, Accusations, Historical-Theological
Approach, First Century AH.
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Abstract

Following the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah in the sixth year of the Hijri calendar,
conditions were favorable for inviting the inhabitants of regions surrounding
Hejaz to Islam. One such region was Yemen, located in the southern part
of the Arabian Peninsula. In the eighth year of Hijra, some of the Prophet’s
companions, including Imam Ali (AS), were dispatched to invite its people to
Islam. The manner in which the people of Yemen welcomed and responded
to Imam Ali’s (AS) invitation differed significantly from their response to other
missionaries. Analyzing the behavioral and communicative traits of Imam
Ali (AS) from social and political perspectives helps explain this difference,
offering insights that could influence modern Islamic outreach strategies. This
is particularly necessary for introducing a suitable model for contemporary
society, which faces diverse religious and ideological currents. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method based on historical sources. The
findings indicate that Imam Ali’s (AS) missionary approach in Yemen was
based on factors such as truth-based delivery of divine message, the spiritual
qualifications of the missionary, audience awareness, the use of parabolic
sermons, and attention to the scientific and spiritual status of the audience.
His unique approach ensured the enduring role of Shi’ism in early Islamic
events and provided a lasting model for religious propagation.
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Imam Ali (AS), Yemen, Islamic Propagation, Missionary Approach.
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