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English Abstracts

A Critical Reassessment of Fabricated Narratives Depicting
the Prophet’s Character: A Case Study
of the Hadith “La Ashba‘a Allahu Batnahu”
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Abstract

This study examines certain narrations found in Sunni hadith sources that present
an image of the Prophet’s conduct and moral character incompatible with the
ethical biography reported in the Qur'an and authentic Sunnah. According to these
traditions, the Prophet (peace be upon him) allegedly cursed, reproached, or invoked
harm upon some individuals without a clear cause, and later sought forgiveness for
them. The significance of this research lies in the fact that such narrations not only
contradict the definitive teachings of the Qur’an and the infallible character of the
Prophet (peace be upon him), but also appear to have been fabricated by particular
ideological-historical movements to achieve doctrinal objectives—namely, to
neutralize or justify reports in which the Prophet criticized certain individuals and
notorious families in Islamic history, such as the Umayyads. Using a descriptive—
analytical method and a critical approach, this paper investigates a representative
example of such traditions from both the perspectives of chain of transmission
(isnad) and content (dalalah). The findings indicate that the hadith “la ashba‘a Allahu
batnahu” (“May God never fill his stomach”)—purportedly uttered by the Prophet
regarding Mu‘awiyah ibn AbT Sufyan—is transmitted through an apparently sound
chain and cited in primary Sunni sources. However, since its content conflicts with
widely accepted Sunni beliefs about Mu‘awiyah’s status, Sunni scholars have
resorted to unfounded reinterpretations and have overlooked historical evidence
to reconcile the discrepancy. This paper highlights the role of Umayyad-supporting
movements in fabricating and promoting such narrations to counter hadiths critical
of them, and underscores the necessity of critically re-evaluating the hadith corpus
in light of the Qur’an and the Prophet’s definitive moral conduct.

Keywords

The Prophet Muhammad, Mu'awiyah, La Ashba‘a Allah Batnah (May Allah not
fill his belly), Insult and Curse, Hadith.
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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha, as a coherent system of Imam Ali's (a.s.) words, resulting from
the divine and guardianship system of the Holy Prophet (a.s.), has always been
the subject of reflection by Muslim and even non-Muslim thinkers. In this regard,
examining the approach of Imam Ali's (a.s.) letters to the people as an important
political-ideological trend and also discovering the meaning of their text in the
underlying layers is important for preserving the Islamic society. The present
study, using a descriptive-analytical method in accordance with a persuasive
approach in Aristotle's theory of persuasion, seeks to answer the question of how
the persuasive approaches in Imam Ali's (a.s.) letters to the people of different
regions can be analyzed in the apparent sense with the Aristotelian triangle of
ethos, pathos, and logos.The seven letters of the Commander of the Faithful
(a.s.) to his audience in proving the central right of the Imam (a.s.) and refuting
the approach of the opponents with credibility in expressing the truthfulness,
truthfulness and audience recognition can be analyzed in the atos approach,
in another area with the benefit of emotion, the component of encouragement,
reminder and threat. In the position of pathos in the letters of the Imam (a.s.), it
is clearly evident. In addition, the use of the logic of logosic rational arguments is
another aspect of persuasion, which is the achievement of the present research
in discovering the persuasive approach of Imam Ali (a.s.) in accordance with the
classical Aristotelian theory in dealing with the people of different regions.

Keywords
Letters of Imam Ali (a.s.), Persuasion, Nahjul-Balagha, atos, pathos, logos.
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Abstract

The peace treaty of Imam Hasan (a) with Mu'awiya | stands a pivotal juncture
in his life, a subject that has elicited diverse interpretations from historians. The
sermon (khutbah) delivered by Imam Hasan (a) during this treaty serves as a key
primary source for investigating the rationale behind this agreement. Within it, by
articulating distinct discursive orders, he argued for his status as the legitimate
leader and revealed the condition of his contemporaries. This inquiry employs the
interdisciplinary discourse analysis method of Laclau and Mouffe to demonstrate
that Imam Hasan’s sermon synthesizes four discursive orders: creedal-ritualistic,
political, historical, and theological. Among these, the historical discursive order
is foregrounded to affirm and illuminate the identity and status of Imam Hasan
(a), while the other discourses are consciously positioned to serve this historical
framework. Specifically, through two key discourses i.e., "enumerating the virtues
of his grandfather and father" and "elucidating the status of himself and his Ahl
al-Bayt (a) in the Quran and Prophetic tradition" both of which rely on transmitted
sources (naql), Imam Hasan (a) substantiated his position of Imamate during the
peace treaty with Mu'awiya. The integration of logical reasoning, Quranic verses,
Prophetic hadith, and criticism of Mu'awiya and his supporters renders this
sermon a historically influential text.
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Karamat as a Subgenre of the Marvelous Narrative of the
Inexplicable: A Case Study — Four Narratives of the Miracles
of Imam ‘Ali ibn Musa al-Rida (peace be upon him)

Maryam Dorpar @ * Ashraf Zarif Ramezani © 2
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Abstract

A supernatural act performed by a saint is called a Karamat, as opposed to a
miracle

performed by the Prophet. In addition to the infallible (AS), scholars and
mystics have also had Karamat. The issue that the study addresses is the
typology of the genre of Karamat. In order to achieve the goal of the study,
which is to more determine the subtype under which Karamat are classified,
the study and examination of Karamat as a narrative is the focus of the study,
and its structures and themes are analyzed. The body of research includes
four miracles from the miracles of Imam Reza (AS): 1. The twenty-second
miracle from the book "Wasile al-Ridwan" 2. The eighty-fifth miracle from
the book "Wasile al-Ridwan" 30. The twenty-first miracle from the book
"Wasile al-Ridwan" 4. A miracle from the book "Wasile al-Ridwan" The
questions intended to be answered are: Which of the characteristics of the
wonderful or amazing literature can be recovered in these miracles? What
are their underlying themes and what elements are they composed of? In
which literary genre and with what characteristics can they be classified? The
results show that the miracles consist of three states of initial equilibrium,
disruption of equilibrium and re-equilibrium, and other elements that make up
the narrative such as the narrator, linear narrative, and They are composed
of retrospective narratives. Themes such as the illumination of space, sleep,
dreams, the intersection of the real with the supernatural can be recovered
in them, as well as the occurrences of miraculous and inexplicable miracle;

1. Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Kosar University of Bojnord, Iran
(Corresponding Author): dorpar@kub.ac.ir
2. M.A. Student in Narrative Literature, Kosar University of Bojnord, Iran: zarif962@yahoo.com
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http://0009-0005-5040-7997

¥

Y T

English Abstracts

in the aforementioned miracles, the astonishment, wonder, and doubt of the
reader and the characters

are shown. The most important achievement of the study is the determination
of the genre of religious miracles, which we classify as a subgenre of inexplicable
miraculous narratives.

Keywords

Imam Reza (AS), Karamat, miracle, the miraculous narration, Shams al-Din
Muhammad Razavi.
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Abstract

Problem: Shiite political discourse owes its debt to the Master of martyrs'
uprising, a valuable center of the reformist and revolutionary movement, which is
educative lesson in both practical and verbal action. Analysis of the dimensions
of Imam Hussein's (AS) speech action and political discourse from the beginning
of the uprising from Medina to his martyrdom on the day of Ashura based on
the Imam's speeches and letters has been done less frequently. This article
examines Imam Hussein's (AS) sermons and letters from Medina to Karbala
using Theon Van Dyke's critical discourse analysis method. The main goal of
this article is to show Imam Hussein's (AS) speech action and the capacities
of language for representing power, resistance, and reform of the nation as the
goals of the uprising. The findings of the article show that the Imam's speeches
and writings, using the Holy Quran and the Prophet's words, have deeply
ideological structures and represent the goals of the uprising to prove their
legitimacy and invalidate the ideology and actions of the ruling power. The Imam
uses strategies such as quotation (mainly from the Quran and the Prophet's
words), value words, semantic coherence, polarization (especially truth and
falsehood ), metaphor, euphemism, and perspective (mainly the position of
Imamate and God's proof for the people) in shaping his political discourse. The
use of these strategies has been effective in establishing and perpetuating the
political discourse of Imam Hussein (AS).

Keywords

Imam Hussein (AS), discourse analysis, Van Dijk, sermons, linguistic strategies,
Ashura.
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Abstract

Religious beliefs have always been among the main and influential elements in the
formation and enrichment of Persian literature. Among them, love and devotion to
the family of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) hold a special place. In the cultural and
geographical region of Ardalan, many poets have adorned their divans with praise
and mention of the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), among whom Mastura Ardalan
(1264 AH) is considered a prominent figure. She, using a simple, fluent, and intimate
language, has immortalized the name and memory of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and the Infallible Imams (AS) in her poems and composed odes filled with
devotion, praise, and expression of their virtues. This study, employing a descriptive—
analytical method and focusing on both structural and content dimensions, examines
the praises of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) in Mastura’s poetry. The
findings indicate that Mastura Ardalan, compared to other contemporary religious
poets, possesses distinctive features. Structurally, her odes are characterized by
narrative coherence, a natural connection between verses, and avoidance of the
verbal artificiality commonly found in Qajar-era ode writing. Her use of clear and
standard language, focus on narrating the lives and virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt, and
the smooth and melodious rhythm of her poetry have distanced her panegyrics
from a merely formal and ceremonial tone. In terms of content, Mastura’s praises
are not merely formulaic expressions of admiration but rather reflect her personal
beliefs, traditions, and spiritual experiences within the cultural context of Kurdistan.
The prominence of the portrayal of Lady Fatimah (AS), the integration of praise with
ethical and human concerns, and the presence of regional cultural identity are among
the most important factors that distinguish her panegyrics from similar works.

Keywords

Mastura Ardalan, praises of the Prophet (PBUH), Ahl al-Bayt (AS), structural
analysis, content analysis, religious poetry.
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