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Abstract

Following the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah in the sixth year of the Hijri calendar,
conditions were favorable for inviting the inhabitants of regions surrounding
Hejaz to Islam. One such region was Yemen, located in the southern part
of the Arabian Peninsula. In the eighth year of Hijra, some of the Prophet’s
companions, including Imam Ali (AS), were dispatched to invite its people to
Islam. The manner in which the people of Yemen welcomed and responded
to Imam Ali’s (AS) invitation differed significantly from their response to other
missionaries. Analyzing the behavioral and communicative traits of Imam
Ali (AS) from social and political perspectives helps explain this difference,
offering insights that could influence modern Islamic outreach strategies. This
is particularly necessary for introducing a suitable model for contemporary
society, which faces diverse religious and ideological currents. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method based on historical sources. The
findings indicate that Imam Ali’s (AS) missionary approach in Yemen was
based on factors such as truth-based delivery of divine message, the spiritual
qualifications of the missionary, audience awareness, the use of parabolic
sermons, and attention to the scientific and spiritual status of the audience.
His unique approach ensured the enduring role of Shi’ism in early Islamic
events and provided a lasting model for religious propagation.
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