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Abstract

Problem: Shiite political discourse owes its debt to the Master of martyrs'
uprising, a valuable center of the reformist and revolutionary movement, which is
educative lesson in both practical and verbal action. Analysis of the dimensions
of Imam Hussein's (AS) speech action and political discourse from the beginning
of the uprising from Medina to his martyrdom on the day of Ashura based on
the Imam's speeches and letters has been done less frequently. This article
examines Imam Hussein's (AS) sermons and letters from Medina to Karbala
using Theon Van Dyke's critical discourse analysis method. The main goal of
this article is to show Imam Hussein's (AS) speech action and the capacities
of language for representing power, resistance, and reform of the nation as the
goals of the uprising. The findings of the article show that the Imam's speeches
and writings, using the Holy Quran and the Prophet's words, have deeply
ideological structures and represent the goals of the uprising to prove their
legitimacy and invalidate the ideology and actions of the ruling power. The Imam
uses strategies such as quotation (mainly from the Quran and the Prophet's
words), value words, semantic coherence, polarization (especially truth and
falsehood ), metaphor, euphemism, and perspective (mainly the position of
Imamate and God's proof for the people) in shaping his political discourse. The
use of these strategies has been effective in establishing and perpetuating the
political discourse of Imam Hussein (AS).

Keywords

Imam Hussein (AS), discourse analysis, Van Dijk, sermons, linguistic strategies,
Ashura.
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