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Abstract

This study aims to explain the model of political persuasion employed by Amir al-
Mu’minin (peace be upon him) in facing the internal crises of early Islam, focusing
on the description and analysis of his persuasive efforts during the two major
battles of Jamal and Nahrawan. The research method is descriptive-analytical with
acomparative case study approach, utilizing theoretical frameworks of persuasion
(such as Aristotle’s theory and principles of the psychology of persuasion) to analyze
findings drawn from primary and reliable historical sources and the Prophet’s
biography. The findings indicate that, despite significant differences in audiences,
the nature of the crises, and their consequences, Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be
upon him) employed a coherent and multifaceted model of political persuasion
in both events. The main components of this model include a firm priority on
persuasion and completion of argument before resorting to force, comprehensive
application of rational, emotional, behavioral, and practical methods, flexibility in
content and emphasis appropriate to the audience and context, and multilayered
goal-setting. Although this model did not always completely prevent conflict, it
played a significant role in reducing the scope of discord, separating a segment
of the opposition, and legitimizing the Imam’s defensive actions. The overall
conclusion of the research suggests that the model of political persuasion of Amir
al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him) represents a practical manifestation of wise
and divine leadership in crisis management, which, relying on rationality, ethics,
and compassion, sought to conquer hearts and minds before the battlefield.
This model offers important practical implications for conflict management and
combating extremism in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Political persuasion, Amir al-Mu’minin (AS), Battle of Jamal, Battle of
Nahrawan, Comparative case study, Crisis management, Alavi tradition.
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