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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha, comprising the sermons, letters, and aphorisms of Imam
Ali, constitutes a seminal text that addresses a wide array of socio-political
and ethical concerns. Among the themes elaborated within this corpus, the
issue of discerning and strategically confronting enemies is particularly salient
in the context of contemporary geopolitical dynamics. The present descriptive-
analytical study explores the methodology of Imam Ali in confronting enemies,
with a focus on extrapolating applicable principles for contemporary strategic
practice.

The study elucidates Imam Ali’'s multi-dimensional approach to adversary
engagement, which encompasses the identification of hostile agents, critical
awareness of their motives and operational schemes, the formulation of
preemptive safeguards against infiltration, and the deployment of calibrated
countermeasures. The model articulated by Imam Aliin Nahj al-Balagha provides
a coherent and adaptable framework that can inform the decisions of Muslim
intellectuals, policymakers, and leaders confronting modern-day threats. By
internalizing this model, contemporary Muslim societies may enhance their
strategic posture, fortify their security infrastructures, and mitigate the adverse
impacts of external hostilities.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali, Shi’a political thought, Enemy confrontation
strategies.
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