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Abstract

A significant part of the history of the era of the rule of Amir al-Mu'minin
(peace be upon him) can be found in the letters of Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) to Muawiyah. In these letters, Imam Ali asserts that his governance
holds legitimacy and acceptance. The people pledged allegiance to him,
and he had no role in the killing of Uthman. He requests Muawiyah to
pledge allegiance to him and to secure the allegiance of the people of Syria
on his behalf. The main issue of this study is how Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) behaved in response to Muawiyah’s refusal to give allegiance, in order
to prevent war. The aim of this article is to clarify Imam Ali’s preventive
behaviors against violence by comparing them with the Prophetic tradition.
From the beginning of his caliphate until the arbitration, Amir al-Mu'minin,
besides sending envoys, wrote numerous letters to Muawiyah to avert
violence. Explaining Imam Ali’s conduct toward Muawiyah and comparing
it with the Prophetic model, in addition to refuting the doubts raised by
Muawiyah against Imam Ali, reveals an appropriate pattern for the Islamic
Republic system in confronting insurgents, rebels, and separatists. This
explanation is the innovation of this article, which has not been addressed
in this way in any previous research. The research method of this article
is analytical, and the data collection method is library-based. It seeks
to answer the question: What was the behavioral approach of Amir al-
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Mu'minin toward Muawiyah? The present article, focusing on Imam Ali’s
letters, describes his conduct toward Muawiyah, demonstrating his utmost
effort to use every legitimate means to prevent violence and preserve the
lives of the Islamic community, including even Muawiyah’s followers.

Keywords: Imam Ali (peace be upon him), Letters, Muawiyah, Prevention
of Violence.



