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Abstract

Ibn Muqaffa's translation or writing of various books, including Kalila and
Dimna, Adab al-Saghir and Adab al-Kabir, in which there is a near certainty
that he was influenced by the words of Imam Ali (AS), prompted researchers to
explore, So much so that there is disagreement about whether he is the author or
translator of the aforementioned books. This research, relying on a descriptive-
analytical method, aims to examine the role of lbn al-Muqgaffa as a translator
or author in the aforementioned books and evaluate how he was influenced by
the words of Imam Ali (AS). The present study demonstrates the existence of
this challenge: if the aforementioned books are introduced as Ibn al-Mugaffa's
translations of other cultures into Arabic, the justification and explanation for
the repetition of the same sentences from Nahj al-Balagha in these books
cannot be anything other than the author's authorship and the author's use
of Arabic literary sources, especially Nahj al-Balagha. Also, if Ibn al-Mugaffa's
role in the aforementioned books is introduced as a translator, the issue of why
and how the sentences of Nahj al-Balagha appear in his works is raised. The
result shows that Ibn al-Mugaffa acted in his own style in his translation works,
and while preserving the translational nature and intellectual heritage of the
source language, his translation also benefited from the sources and intellectual
heritage of the target language, especially the sayings of Imam Ali (AS), which
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were scattered in various forms in different courts and are now collected in the
form of Nahjul-Balagha, in the forms of adapting phrases without changing the
word and sometimes with shifting the word, adapting the structure, sentences
and combinations, and also mentioning a theme with words that are very close
and similar to Nahjul-Balagha.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Ibn Mugaffa, Kalila and Dimna, Aladad Al-saghir and
Aladad Al-Kabir.



