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Abstract

Throughout history, the institution of Imamate and Shiite leadership has
adopted strategies commensurate with the socio-political transformations of
its time to preserve itself and its followers, and to advance the overarching
objectives of Imamate. Therefore, this research set out to investigate a specific
aspect of the Shiite Imamate institution: the organization of representation
established by Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T).

A brief analysis of the socio-economic and political transformations of the
organization reveals a shift from a personalized model of representation to a
more institutionalized form. Employing a historical methodology and a library-
based data collection, this study sought to answer the following question:
To what extent was Shiite leadership, as embodied within the organization of
representation, institutionalized, and by what criteria can we measure such an
institutionalization? The findings of the study indicated that as the era of the
Greater Occultation drew nearer, the personalized form of leadership of the
community transformed into institutionalized models within the framework of
the organization of representation, which was established and developed by
the Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T) themselves to prepare the community for the era of the
Occultation. Furthermore, it was found that Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T) intentionally
guided the transformations of the organization of representation towards this
trajectory. The institutionalization of Shiite leadership within the organization
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of representation can be measured by five criteria: concealment, adaptability,
complexity, autonomy, and coherence. It could thus be argued As the end of the
Minor Occultation approached, the degree of institutionalization of leadership
within this organization increased.

Keywords: Organization of Representation, Ahl al-Bayt (P.B.U.T), Imamate, Shiism,
Leadership, Institutionalization.



