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Abstract

Inspired by the Holy Quran, Nahj al-Balagha, as the sublime manifestation of
Islamic-Arabic literature, is considered a rich source for analyzing Alavid lifestyle
and culture. The Ashbah sermon, a brilliant gem from this crystal-clear spring, is a
rich source of multi-layered philosophical discourses on the reasons for the creation
of the heavens and earth and other creatures. Therefore, this descriptive-analytical
study seeks to elaborate on the discursive implications embedded in this sermon by
describing the structure of sentences and interpreting the context of the sermon's
formation, employing the three dimensions of Norman Fairclough's theory, that is,
description, interpretation, and explanation, as its theoretical framework.

The findings of the study indicate that the sermon, with its grammatical and
rhetorical beauty, uses language not only as a means of conveying ethical meaning
but also as a ground for reproducing authentic human and epistemological
values. Adopting an intertextual approach to the Quran, the study found, at the
interpretive level, a connection between the socio-cultural context of the Arab
world during Imam Ali’s era and the Imam’s original thought for reforming the
structure, providing the grounds for creating a reciprocal relationship between
the Quran and society to establish an epistemological framework for reforming
the society of Kufa. From the perspective of explanation, the ideology underlying
the aforementioned sermon and the reasons for its delivery, especially in the face
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of threats arising from a return to pre-Islamic culture of Jahiliyyah and misguided
discourses, emphasize the Imam's efforts to establish epistemological hegemony
and the discourse of divine ethics and wisdom in Kufa society. This is particularly
important at a time when society was exposed to cultural and intellectual
corruption, playing a fundamental role in preserving and promoting ethical and
social principles.

Keywords: Imam Ali (PB.U.H), Nahj al-Balagha, Ashbah Sermon, Discourse
Analysis, Norman Fairclough.



