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Abstract

Al-Mustarshid fi al-Imamah is a treatise on Imamate and post-prophet (Peace
be Upon Him) Caliphate, attributed to Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir ibn Rustam
ibn Yazid al-Tabari al-Imami, a renowned ImamT theologian of the late third and
early fourth centuries AH. This work, a blend of theology and history, seeks to
establish the Imamate of Imam Ali (Peace be Upon Him), citing hadiths from
Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H)) and critiquing the Caliphs while arguing for their
unsuitability for the Imamate. Its historical significance lies in its preservation of
certain historical accounts from lost sources. This study provides an overview
of the book, compiles a new catalogue of its manuscripts, and examines these
manuscripts in detail. It also highlights noteworthy aspects of these manuscripts
and analyzes some of their textual data. The results indicate that, based on the
evidence from ten extant manuscripts dating from the 11th to 14th centuries
AH, all these manuscripts likely share a common origin, reducing them to one
or at most two original copies. Furthermore, the book currently known as al-
Mustarshd appears to have originated outside of Iran and Tabaristan, and it is
probable that the parent manuscript was brought into Iran during the time of
al-Mulla al-Sadra.

Keywords: Manuscripts, Muhammad ibn Jarir, Ion Rustam al-Tabari, Imamate, Ahl
al-Bayt.
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