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Abstract

As a paragon of virtue and moral excellence characterized by unique moral
and behavioral characteristics, Lady Zainab (A.S.) has served as an excellent
role model not only for her contemporaries but also for generations of seekers
of truth and perfection. Role modeling plays a significant role in humanities,
especially in literature. In his literary masterpiece "A Bird from the East," which
is derived from his personal experiences, renowned Egyptian novelist Tawfiq al-
Hakim presents a compelling portrayal of Lady Zainab's character and spiritual
dimensions. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the current study
sought to identify the dimensions of Lady Zainab's character as depicted in the
novel and to examine their manifestations in the social practices of Egyptian
society.

By addressing the crisis of identity and spirituality prevalent in developing
nations, the writer of the novel underscores the pivotal role of religious identity,
introducing Lady Zainab as a symbol of religious authenticity and identity in the
East who serves as a role model for righteous individuals. Moreover, Al-Hakim
references Lady Zainab and her unique attributes throughout the novel both
explicitly and implicitly.

Keywords: Lady Zainab (A.S.), Contemporary Arabic Novel, Role Modeling, Tawfiq
al-Hakim, A Bird from the East.
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